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Introduction 

Recent experience has shown at 4* level Events and World Championships under the 

modern format, without steeplechase with R&Ts, that a hold on course far from being a 

disadvantage to horse and rider, is usually an advantage, allowing the horse to recover 

substantially and thus enabling the fresher horse to perform very effectively after the break. 

This proposal therefore takes this observation forward to offer a new format which clearly 

distinguishes between the Team test and the Individual test. 

Participation 

 65 athletes of which up to 30 (?) eligible for the Individual Test 

 Teams of 4 as now – with best 3 results to count. Minimum 3 to count as a team 

 A lower number of penalty points than at present in the event of a team member 

being eliminated 

 The number of Teams and the qualification requirements for Teams to remain as 

now 

 Individual riders for each Nation to be nominated in advance 

 Nominated Individuals to be pre-qualified through strict 4* MERs perhaps using a 

points qualification process similar to the Badminton system 

 

Format of the Eventing Test 

DAY 1 

 All 65 athletes perform the short Olympic Dressage test – permitting all dressage 

tests to be performed in one day 

DAY 2 

 The cross country course designed and built with a view to being ridden in 2 sections 

 The first section of the cross country (say 8-9 minutes) to be ridden by all riders. The 

results of this section form the basis of the Team result after cross-country.  

 The first ‘Team’ section would be set at 3* level. 

 The nominated Individuals which have completed the first section without jumping 

penalties and within an allowed time, are then qualified for the Individual Test 

 A 12-15 minute ‘Box’ after the first section would allow for a veterinary examination 

for fitness to continue into the second section. 



 The second ‘Individual’ section (say 5 minutes) could include some of the previously 

jumped parts of the course including mainly straight forward fences to get the 

horses back in to a rhythm and also include 4* questions appropriate to that stage of 

the course, which could be constructed on the same track that was previously used 

in the first ‘Team’ section. This would save costs in terms of length of track required 

and the number of extra fences needing to be constructed. 

 The combined time from the first section and the time and jumping penalties from 

the second section would give an Individual result after cross-country. 

 Team tactics regarding team instructions to Individual riders, would add an extra 

dimension to both the Team and the Individual competition 

DAY 3 

 Following the normal Final Inspection of the horses, the Team Show Jumping phase 

could take place in classic reverse order. 

 One option could be to have just one Show Jumping round but the Team & Individual 

Medals could be further differentiated if the current Olympic, 2-phase Show Jumping 

form is kept. This will of course favour one horse over another but in principle it will 

in my opinion not be ‘unfair’ on the horses and therefore not a welfare issue. So far 

since the introduction of a 2 round show jumping as a decider for Individual medals, 

the majority of horses have jumped as well if not better in the 2nd round. 

I believe this proposal provides the opportunity in a safe way, for the status of the Olympics 

as the pinnacle of our sport to be restored, thus meeting the main objectives identified by 

the FEI.  

 The classic format of the sport of Eventing will be retained 

 The welfare of the horse will be promoted by a stricter qualification system for the 

Individual competition, the veterinary supervision and the retention of Show 

Jumping as the final part of the test 

 The Team competition staged over a 3* track will maximise the number of nations 

who might be able to present a team whilst ensuring the highest level of competition 

through the Individual test 

 There will be a clear separation of competitions – Team & Individual 

 The compactness of the cross-country course where both sections utilise the same 

track and potentially some of the same cross-country fence complexes, even if 

jumped in different directions, will be modern and TV/Spectator friendly 

 

I would also support a change in name of the Sport from 

Eventing/Vielsitigkeits/Military/Concour Complet to “Equestrian Triathlon” 


