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Abbreviations  

 
CPV  Individual Competitor's Private Veterinarian 
ECV  Emergency Course Veterinarian 
HQ  FEI Headquarters 
MV  FEI Mentoring Veterinarian 
NF  National Federation 
NHV  FEI National Head Veterinarian  
OV  FEI Official Veterinarian  
PTV  FEI Permitted Treating Veterinarian  
QC  FEI Qualification Course 
RS  FEI Refresher Seminar 
TEV  Testing Veterinarian 
TMV  Team Veterinarian 
VC  FEI Veterinary Commissions/Delegate 
VD  FEI Veterinary Delegate 
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Overview 
 
The goal of the FEI Veterinary Education System is to provide a series of learning 
experiences that review relevant aspects of the veterinary rules governing FEI disciplines. 
Veterinarians who complete the required learning experiences will be accredited by the FEI 
and are expected to practice or officiate within the principles and rules of the organization. 
The accreditation process is intended to ensure that all veterinarians work from the same 
principles and apply a consistent approach to FEI Veterinary matters at competitions. 
Serving as an FEI Official or Permitted Treating Veterinarian is a privilege that can be 
revoked for those who choose not to abide by the rules. 
 
The FEI Education System for Veterinarians is based on NF/FEI selection of veterinarians 
and consists of proof of experience, an online examination, a Qualification Course, and a 
Refresher Seminar. 
 
In principle the FEI education is open to all types of veterinarians who have a specific role at 
FEI competitions. The intention is to have a common doctrine and a “one team“ approach. 
Veterinarians at competitions are engaged in one of two main activities: officiating or treating 
horses. (Table 1) 
 
 
Table 1: Roles of and formal requirements for Veterinarians at FEI Competitions 

 

Official Veterinarians Online 
Exam 

Course Treating Veterinarians Online 
Exam 

Course 

Foreign  
Veterinary Delegate 

Yes Yes Veterinary Services Manager  
(Olympic Games, WEG) 

Yes No 

Veterinary  
Delegate 

Yes Yes Competitor  
Private Veterinarians 

Yes No 

Emergency Veterinary Officer  
(Course Control) 

Yes Yes Treating Veterinarians  
hired by the Organizing Committee 

Yes No 

Associate  
Veterinarian 

Yes Yes Team Veterinarians  
(should attend a course) 

Yes No 

Testing  
Veterinarian 

Yes Yes    

 
 
In the following document veterinarians are therefore referred to as either  
 
“FEI Official Veterinarian”  
or  
“FEI Permitted Treating Veterinarian”.  
 
The FEI Official Veterinarian is an official who works on the field of play, and who therefore 
needs to be well versed in the FEI rules. 
 
FEI Permitted Treating Veterinarians may attend events infrequently but nevertheless they 
must have a clear understanding of the FEI Medication Rules.   
 
The FEI’s educational process differs for these two groups of veterinarians. The FEI 
Permitted Treating Veterinarians will take an online examination focused on rules pertinent to 
them. FEI Official Veterinarians must take an on-line pre-test, and a Qualifying Course in 
order to become FEI certified. 
Members of both groups must be recommended by their National Federation through the 
National Head Veterinarian for the Federation. 
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The FEI Official Veterinarian in his role as FEI Veterinary Delegate at any competition will be 
responsible for ensuring that a veterinarian at the competition has either been certified as an 
Official Veterinarian or a Treating Veterinarian. The FEI will maintain a list of certified FEI 
Official and FEI Permitted Treating Veterinarians who have completed the required training. 
Persons who are certified as FEI Official Veterinarians, are automatically certified as FEI 
Treating Veterinarians. 
 
We strongly recommend that veterinarians who wish to attend competitions in the role of 
Individual Competitor's Private Veterinarians or Treating Veterinarians should send a Xerox 
copy of their photo identification card to the Organizing Committee at least a week prior to 
arriving at the event. A member of the OC can then verify that the veterinarian is certified by 
the FEI and prepare credentials in advance of his/her arrival. 
 
 
The FEI wishes to establish a high standard and consistency of content for its FEI 
Qualification Courses. These courses must follow a syllabus established by the FEI, and 
must be administered by an FEI-Approved Course Director. The FEI will maintain on its 
website a list of Course Directors  
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1.  Preliminary Remarks 
 

 
1.1 Terminology  
 
 
Note: except as specifically noted, all Veterinarians in the following categories must 
be certified through the FEI Educational Program.  
 
 

1.1.1 Classification of FEI Official Veterinarians 
 
 
National Head FEI Veterinarian (formerly Contact Veterinarian) 
 
One National Head FEI Veterinarian must be appointed by each National Federation. She/he 
must be FEI qualified and listed in the FEI Directory. The function of the National Head FEI 
Veterinarian is to maintain effective communication with the FEI on veterinary matters, to act 
as a source of information and communication for their NF and to act on behalf of the NF in 
making decisions to accept or reject veterinarians who wish to apply for FEI training and 
certification. 
 
 
FEI Veterinary Commissions/Delegate 
 
National Federations are responsible for ensuring that Organising Committees appoints FEI 
Official Veterinarians as members of Veterinary Commissions and as Veterinary Delegates 
for every international event organised in their country and that appointments of Foreign 
Veterinary Delegates for championships are approved by the FEI. At every FEI sanctioned 
event that is not a championship, an FEI Veterinary Delegate must be appointed. An 
Associate Veterinary Delegate who assists the Veterinary Delegate and acts as the Holding 
Box Vet, may also be approved. The Veterinary Commission/Delegate/Associate Veterinary 
Delegate at a competition are/is the adviser to the Organizing Committee, the Ground Jury 
and the Appeal Committee on all veterinary matters (see Veterinary Regulations Arts. 1007, 
1008 and 1009). FEI Official Veterinarians may not compete when officiating. 
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1.1.2 Classification of FEI Permitted Treating Veterinarians 
 
 
Team Veterinarian 
 
Team Veterinarians are appointed by their National Federation and are responsible for the 
care of team horses and, if requested, of individual competitors horses. Team Veterinarians 
are in a position to have influence over competitor expectations for veterinary treatment, and 
have access to FEI treatment areas at the competition. The FEI therefore wishes to ensure 
that Team Veterinarians are well acquainted with the rules as demonstrated by successful 
completion of the certification process. It is strongly recommended for Team Veterinarians to 
attend a Qualification Course and the Online Examination. Team Veterinarians may not 
compete at any competition where acting as a Team Veterinarian. 
 
Treating Veterinarian 
 
Treating Veterinarians are appointed by the Organising Committee to provide day to day and 
emergency care for horses in competition, particularly when there is no team competition and 
likely few team veterinarians in attendance. The Treating Veterinarian must liaise closely with 
the Veterinary Commission/Delegate, and the latter is responsible for authorizing treatments 
during or close to a competition. As specified in the rules, Treating Veterinarians must report 
all requests for ETUEs, and Medication forms to the Veterinary Delegate maintaining records 
that may be required an FEI tribunal or used for investigations into positive doping and 
medication cases. The Treating veterinarian cannot act as a Veterinary Delegate or Team 
Veterinarian and may not compete where he/she is acting as a Treating Veterinarian, 
Although, the Treating Veterinarian may not hold any other official FEI position at the event, 
She/he may assist the Veterinary Delegate if asked.  
 
 
Individual Competitor's Private Veterinarian (CPV) 
 
All Persons Responsible must ensure that their CPV, if present at an event, must report their 
presence to the Veterinary Commission/Delegate before the CPV may assume any function 
in the care of horses. Any such Private Veterinarians should be an FEI Permitted Treating 
Veterinarian with the appropriate identification. The Organisers should not give accreditation 
to an event for any CPV without appropriate FEI identification. 
 
 
 
 

1.1.3 FEI Testing Veterinarian 
 
The Testing Veterinarian is specifically responsible for carrying out Medication Control, under 
the Medication Control Programme in certain geographical areas, indicated by the Bureau 
(VR Art. 1014) or other recognized medication control program. The Testing Veterinarian 
must always operate in close liaison with the Veterinary Commission/Delegate and the 
Ground Jury. The Testing Veterinarian must not act as an official FEI Permitted Treating 
Veterinarian, nor as an FEI Official Veterinarian. An FEI Veterinary Delegate may undertake 
medication control testing if the Ground Jury requests it.  
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1.1.4 Emergency Course Veterinarian 
 
Emergency Course veterinarians may be appointed by OCs and VDs to act at CCIs, CICs or 
CAIs for the sole purpose of providing veterinary coverage on the field of play. Emergency 
course veterinarians are not required to be FEI certified as long as they do not have access 
to the FEI stables or treating areas. VD/VC hold responsibility to ensure that Emergency 
Course Veterinarians are adequately briefed at any event to comply with FEI regulations. 
 
 
 

1.1.5 FEI Qualification Course (QC) 
 
A course with an examination that is required for certification as an FEI Official Veterinarian. 
On special request to the FEI, a certified veterinarian may participate in a QC without taking 
the examination in order to fulfil a requirement for a refresher course (see RS).  
 
 
 

1.1.6 FEI Refresher Seminar (RS) 
 
The purpose of a refresher seminar is to re-certify FEI Veterinarians by providing updates   
on policy matters, medication rules, and rule changes. Refresher Seminars will be open to 
national veterinarians for education purposes in addition to FEI Veterinarians, provided the 
maximum number of available spaces is not exceeded. FEI Official Veterinarians have 
priority in selection. A RS is an educational activity without an examination.  
 
 
 

1.1.7 Mentoring Veterinarian 
 
A mentoring veterinarian is an FEI Official Veterinarian (at least 5 years certified) who 
supervises and assesses applicant Veterinarians during events. The mentoring veterinarian 
must be the Veterinary Delegate and must act in that official capacity at the event. The 
mentoring veterinarian must fill out an assessment form for the applicant if requested. 
 
 
 
 

1.1.8 FEI Course Director 
 
An FEI Course Director is responsible to conduct FEI QCs and RSs. She/he has to have 
been on the FEI Veterinarian Committee or is approved by the FEI Veterinary Committee. It 
is expected that FEI Course Directors will provide input to the FEI Education system for 
Veterinarians. FEI Veterinarian Course Directors are certified by the FEI, they are listed on 
the FEI Website. An official FEI Course Director may be assisted by an FEI Official 
Veterinarian. Any new Course Director must conduct a QC or RS together with an FEI 
Course Director from the list. 
 
 
 

1.2 Codex (to be developed via Vet Committee) 
 
To be signed by FEI Official Veterinarians and FEI Permitted Treating Veterinarians. 
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1.3 Qualification Experience 

 
As a requirement for certification, an applicant would have to attend three FEI events under 
the supervision of an FEI Official Veterinarian (Mentoring Veterinarian), who is acting in an 
official capacity at the event. 
 
In total the applicant would have to submit two positive recommendations from at least two 
different Mentoring Veterinarians at three different events of the same discipline to the FEI to 
fulfil the requirements for promotion. 
 
If an FEI Official Veterinarian certified in one discipline wishes to gain certification in another 
discipline, she/he must attend at least two events in the new disciplines to qualify and the NF 
must approve the additions to the FEI Vet Department. A suitable FEI Mentoring Veterinarian 
may be found by making an official request to the NF (for contact details). 
 
For further information see FEI Guidelines for Mentoring Veterinarians (to be developed). 
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1.4 Nomination Processes 
 
 
The process to become an FEI Official Veterinarian can be described as follows: 
 
Step 1  Applicant applies to his NF/NHV. 
 
Step 2  Applicant registers online and takes FEI online test (instant feedback is supplied 
    online). 
 
Step 3  Completion of FEI Qualification Experiences with a discipline-specific training,  
    obtaining two positive recommendations from at least two different mentors at  
    at least three different events of the same discipline.  
 
Step 4  Applicant attends a QC within 2 years before or after application. 
 
Step 5  NF/NHV applies to FEI after checking the requirements (recommended     
    requirements for NHV to be developed) by submitting all relevant documents to  
    FEI. 
  
Step 6  FEI verifies eligibility.  
   
Step 7  If positive, applicant receives an FEI Official Veterinarian Card, which is valid for 

5 years.   
 
Step 8  FEI notifies NF/NHV and applicant 
 
 
 
 
The process to become an FEI Permitted Treating Veterinarian can be described as 
follows: 
 
Step 1 Applicant applies to his NF/NHV by submitting CV, two character references from 

any FEI Official Veterinarian and a signed Codex. NF/NHV responds back to 
applicant within three working days. 

 
Step 2 NF/NHV forward the application to FEI. FEI send ID number to applicant. 
 
Step 3 Applicant registers (with ID number) and takes FEI online test. The test result is 

supplied instantly. Applicant also receives a temporary permit to treat at events 
(expiry date one month). 

  
Step 4 Within one month the applicant receives an FEI Permitted Treating Veterinarian 

Card. The Card shows an expiry date (five years). 
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2.  Description of the FEI Education System for  
  FEI Accredited Veterinarians 
 
 
 

FEI Veterinarian Qualification Course 
 

Entry Requirements 
 
Candidates who wish to be admitted to a QC are required to meet the following criteria: 
 
1. Minimum of five years in equine practice  
 
2. To be fluent in English, spoken and written. 
 
3. Submission of a short veterinary CV 
 
 
 

Course Organisation 
 
Number of days 

 
2 

 
Number of Course Directors 

 
1 per 25 participants (one from the FEI 
approved list of Course Directors and one 
could be an FEI Official Veterinarian) 

 
Guest speakers 

 
The invitation of guest speakers is 
coordinated by the designated FEI Course 
Directors and the Veterinary Department of 
the FEI. 

 
Maximum number of participants  

 
50 

 
Course Material 

 
It is the responsibility of the participant to 
obtain a version of and be familiar with the 
following documentation prior to attending 
the course.  
 
- FEI General Regulations 
-  FEI Veterinary Regulations  
-  FEI Code of Conduct 
-  Relevant FEI Disciplines Rules 
-  EADCM Rules  
-  Course Syllabus 
-  Disciplines Stewards Manuals 

 
 The FEI supplies the Course Director with 

resource material to assist with the 
presentation of the syllabus. These include: 
 
- PowerPoint Presentations on CD 
-  Examination papers and marking sheet 
- FEI Course Certificates 
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- Course Directors’ Handbook 
- FEI General Regulations 
- FEI Veterinary Regulations  
- FEI Code of Conduct 
- FEI Disciplines Rules 
- EADCM Rules  
- Course Syllabus 
- Disciplines Stewards Manuals 
-  FEI Codex 

 
Course Language 

 
The course language is English.  

 
 
 

Course Examination 
 
Written Examination 

 
Online Examination prior to course 
(details to be decided) 

 
Final Evaluation 

 
Pass mark to be decided 

 
 
 

Qualification 
 
Qualification as 

 
FEI Official Veterinarian 
FEI Permitted Treating Veterinarian 

 
Acts as 
 

 
1) FEI Official Veterinarian in the respective 
 discipline 
2) FEI Permitted Treating Veterinarian at 
 FEI events. 

 
 
 

Criteria to remain listed  

(Proof of experience within 5 years) 
 
Attendance of a Refresher Seminar. 
 
RS may be conducted at national or international meetings (for Example BEVA, WEVA, 
AAEP). Continuing Education, or Professional Development credits may be available from 
the corresponding educational group. They may also be held in association with FEI events. 
 
RS will be given only by FEI Course Directors. These seminars shall be presented to smaller 
groups with an emphasis on interactive scenarios and Q&A. 
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FEI Veterinarian Refresher Seminar 
 

Entry Requirements 
 
Candidates who wish to participate in a RS are required to meet the following criteria: 
 
1. Minimum of five years in equine practice 
 
2. To be listed in the FEI Directory. 
 
 

Seminar Organisation 

 
Number of days 

 
1 

 
Number of Course Directors 

 
1 per 25 participants (one from the FEI 
approved list of Course Directors and one 
could be an FEI Official Veterinarian) 

 
Guest speakers 

 
The invitation of guest speakers is 
coordinated by the designated FEI Course 
Directors and the Veterinary Department of 
the FEI. 

 
Maximum number of participants for exams 

 
50 

 
Course Material 

 
It is the responsibility of the participant to 
obtain a version of and be familiar with the 
following documentation prior to attending 
the RS.  
 
-  FEI General Regulations 
-  FEI Veterinary Regulations  
-  FEI Code of Conduct 
-  FEI Disciplines Rules 
-  EADCM Rules  
-  Course Syllabus 
-  Disciplines Stewards Manuals 

  
The FEI supplies the Course Director with 
resource material to assist with the 
presentation of the syllabus. These include: 
 
- PowerPoint Presentations on CD 
- FEI Course Certificates 
- Course Directors’ Handbook 
- FEI General Regulations 
- FEI Veterinary Regulations  
- FEI Code of Conduct 
- FEI Disciplines Rules 
- EADCM Rules  
- Course Syllabus 
- Disciplines Stewards Manuals 

 
Course Language 

 
The RS language is English.  
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3.  Failure of Exams 
 
If a participant is not promoted, he can repeat the course and request promotion through the 
National Head FEI Veterinarian.  

 
 
 
4.  Removal from and return to list  
 
An FEI Official Veterinarian or Permitted Treating Veterinarian may be removed from the FEI 
Directory for the following reasons: 
 
- has not attended a RS within five years 
- has not complied with the FEI Rules and Regulations 
- has been proven to have acted seriously or repeatedly against the Codex 
 
NFs can apply to the FEI Veterinary Committee for removal of a veterinarian from the list at 
any time. 
 
After removal from the FEI Directory a veterinarian may be returned to the list if/when his/her 
NF submits a request to the FEI Veterinary Committee through HQ. Conditions for return will 
be set by the FEI Veterinary Committee in cooperation with the FEI Veterinary Director. 


