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VAULTING ROUND TABLE  

29 April 2014 
 

Emma Seely, Chairman of the FEI Vaulting Committee, opened the Round Table and 
presented the discipline of Vaulting, which is educational, easily accessible, low in 

costs and conveys values and introduced the film produced by MBPTV.  
 
Bettina de Rham, FEI Vaulting Director, presented the audience statistics illustrating 

the growth and development of the FEI Vaulting events in the past 8 years (a growth 
of 360% in the past two years). The main axis of development were, in 2011, the 

introduction of the FEI World Cup Vaulting and in 2012, the full revision introducing 
new star levels allowing existing and new athletes more opportunity to compete 
internationally. The 2015 rules revision will be focused on the revision of competition 

formats, introduction of new tests, and the horse equipment. 
 

Competition format in Senior competitions:   
The introduction of a new CVIO4* (Seniors) format was proposed in which the team 
competition would take place at the end of the event as a grand finale, ensuring an 

exciting build-up for spectators. The format of the competitions was proposed as 
follow: 2 Male Individuals, 2 Female Individuals and one Squad or and one Pas-de-

Deux. The Technical Committee was asked by OC and NF representatives to ensure 
that different Nations Team composition formats would be possible.  The TC will 
include this in the Rules as the aim is to  increase the number of CVIOs and not to 

lose current organisers. The idea of adopting a similar format for Championships was 
raised by the NF GER and will be taken on board by the TC for the future. 

 
The format of the CVI3* will be reviewed to offer two options whereby the Technical 
Test can be held as last test or as second test (as in current Rules) and the CVI3* will 

be run with two Rounds.  
 

Competition format in Junior competitions:   
The FEI Vaulting Technical Committee proposed the introduction of a new Junior level 
- CVIJ3* - designed to raise the standard for young athletes looking ahead to Senior 

competition. The new level would test Junior vaulters with three technical exercises. 
The audience did not welcome this idea as for some of them the level will be too high 

for Juniors and the idea after having competing in Junior competitions is to evolve in 
Seniors level and not to stay in Junior Competitions. The Technical Committee agreed 

with the comments raised and will review the 2* level of Junior competition and add a 
3* level at this stage. 
 

FEI World Cup: The proposed new time limit for the WC Free Style test is 1 minute 20 
seconds. NFs asked if this could not also be applied to the Free style tests at senior 

CVI3* level. The TC will consider this proposal but raised the concern of the difficulties 
for OCs to manage the total time already necessary for the number of tests to host at 
competitions.  

 
Welfare of the horse/Equipment: The welfare of Vaulting horses was also discussed in 

the context of increasingly sophisticated tests being performed by athletes. The 
Vaulting Committee opened a discussion on a more specific rule descriptor relating to 
the back pad used on Vaulting horses (currently described in Article 719.2.9) to 

http://www.fei.org/sites/default/files/Vaulting_Rules_2014_black.pdf
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ensure equipment with the latest back and muscle protection is used on Vaulting 
horses.  

 
The Vaulting Committee together with the Veterinary Committee will be closely 

monitoring the evolution of back pads, surcingles and handles being used in Vaulting, 
and assessing whether new and improved technology could actually encourage 
Vaulters to increase the difficulty of their exercises. It is essential that new technology 

used in back pads and Vaulting grips evolves positively for the horse.  
 

The question about lunging to the right was raised. The option is already possible 
within the rules at one star level but is never seen in International Competitions. 
 

A study launched by the NF FRA and a saddles manufacturer was referred to in which 
the benefit of the use of new material for the back pad (carbon gel) was demonstrated. 

The pressure on the back of the horse can be reduced up to 50%. The study is 
available at the NF FRA. 

 

Protective headgear: The NF GBR raised the question of the use of Protective 
headgear in Vaulting. Studies are being conducted to define the appropriate weight of 

such headgear as those currently on the marked are not suited and should not be 
used (inappropriate weight = danger for the vaulter as his balance would be strongly 
impaired). 
 

FEI Solidarity: Jacqueline Braissant, FEI Director of FEI Solidarity raised her concern 

that the level of qualification for Championships should not increase to the extent that 
it will make it too difficult for Athletes from developing countries to qualify. The 

requirements of the qualification criteria are currently more demanding for Athletes in 
Europe (result at two CVIs) than for Athletes outside Europe (result at one CVI). The 
TC will continue to give consideration to this situation. 

 
Miscellaneous: Anita Flamand, NF AUT, raised the question as to when Vaulting would 

be part of the Youth Olympic Games programme as it seems that the discipline which 
conveys strong values such as performance, team spirit, youth and diversity would 
have its place in the programme.  

 
Louis Romanet, Jumping OC, asked if Vaulting could not be featured as demonstration 

event at bigger shows. This is actually already the case, especially at big Events in 
Germany, were Jumping Athletes are invited for Vaulting lessons or initiations. This is 
highly appreciated by the public and helps make the public understand and aware of 

the difficulty of the discipline. This should be further encouraged. 
 

Moderator:  Richard Nicoll 
 
Key Note Speakers: 

Emma Seely, Chair, FEI Vaulting  Committee 
Bettina De Rahm, Director, FEI Vaulting Department 

 
Panellists:  
 Erich Brieter, Vaulting Committee Member 

 Gaby Benz, Vaulting Committee Member 

 Ulla Ramge, Vaulting Committee Member 

 John Eccles, Vaulting Committee Member 


