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The FEI Sustainability Programme and the proactive sustainable steps that can be 
taken at equestrian events around the world were detailed by Dr Harald Müller, to 
open the afternoon session of the FEI Sports Forum 2014.  
 
Dr. Müller explained that Sustainable sporting events are a major priority for 
organisers and the network of organisations who help make these happen - 
governments, sponsors and the communities in which the events takes place. 
Equestrian events are unique in many ways, and are also very different to each other 
based on geography, existing infrastructure and financing, but they do have one thing 
in common: sustainable action can be taken at every event.  
 
The new FEI Sustainability Handbook for Event Organisers, circulated during the 
session and also available online, encourages organisers to implement sustainability 
initiatives based on their own set priorities to help reduce negative environmental 
impact and create positive legacies. It is designed to highlight how, and also what 
proactive measures can be taken in the future. It provides a solid framework to 
improve and expand the efforts to protect the environment and ensure that 
equestrian events create a lasting positive legacy. 
 
The FEI will introduce several sustainability initiatives, including an interactive web 
platform, which will include a knowledge database and diverse sustainability 
benchmarking tools to enable event organisers to work together with the FEI and with 
each other on development. 
 
Important messages from the Q&A and Panel Discussion 
 

• Jeremy Edwards underlined the importance of having an established 
sustainability policy for equestrian events. He stressed that there is a very short 
period of time to consider sustainability at events, and to include it at every 
stage of the build-up, there is a need for pre-determined sustainability targets 
for equestrian events, timeframes and strong monitoring throughout the event 
preparation, and also full feedback post-event for clear learning and 
implementation next time. 

• Steve Aeschlimann and Simon Lewis highlighted that working with a global 
environmental organisation can add considerable credibility and guidance to the 
sustainability efforts. In addition, they mentioned about the considerable cost 
savings that can be achieved by implementation of sustainability initiatives, 
especially waste management. 

• Steve also stressed on engaging the athletes as a sounding board for the 
sustainability messages to the wider community. 

• Denis Bochatay highlighted that several aspects of event organisation are 
similar across other sports events and sustainability efforts from those can be 
implemented at equestrian events as well. He also stressed that measuring and 
reporting is important for a successful adoption of sustainability efforts. 

• Further, it will be very important to include and work together with National 
Federations in establishing the guidelines, especially for the national and 
regional equestrian events. 
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