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The initial part of the forum focussed on the Equine Surfaces White Paper, an 
extensive study into the effect of arena surfaces on the orthopaedic health of sport 
horses, published earlier this month by the FEI. The white paper is the result of a 
four-year collaboration between eight equine experts from six universities, three 
equine and racing-specific research and testing centres and two horse charities. 
 
There were two major outcomes of the research: 

• Identification and definition of functional properties of surfaces, that can be 
measured 

• Better understanding of the impact caused by the surface on the biological 
structure of the horse 

 
The FEI endeavoured to verify the outcomes of the research with the riders, and 
conducted further research of the paper. Professor Lars Roepstorff presented the 
highlights of the second research, based on views from more than 350 riders in warm-
up and competition arenas at ten 4- and 5-star events in 2013, resulting in over 600 
‘footing feedbacks’. The objective data was measured against subjective feedback 
from the riders, and the results showed a very high degree of consistency in both. 
 
Also, a simpler version of the paper ‘Equestrian Surfaces - A Guide’ was presented to 
the delegates, which is also available for download from the FEI website. 
 
It was mentioned that a better understanding of footing will have an extensive impact 
on horse health and performance, and represents a major step forward for riders and 
stable owners. Organisers will also benefit from having very specific details on the 
best formula for footing at major events. 
 
Important messages from the Q&A and Panel Discussion 
 

• Ludger Beerbaum, who also took part in the research, commented that it is 
vital to have the best possible ground for horses in training arenas at home as 
well as events and is directly related to horse health and curtailing injuries. He 
acknowledged that getting the right footing is complex, especially when 
different outdoor and indoor climates are accounted for. He endorsed the 
research and added that he and other riders feel that major advances have 
been made through the research in better understanding of footing. Further, he 
stressed on the creating education activities around the outcomes of the 
research. 

• John McEwen remarked that this provided a framework to develop and maintain 
surfaces and continuing the research about footing will be essential. 

• Oliver Hoberg emphasised on giving equal importance to the maintenance of 
the footing. It requires continual observation of the horse’s response to footing 
in varying situations and having a consistent maintenance approach. He also 
suggested that it will be beneficial to have a single person responsible for 
maintenance of footing. 

• Frank Kemperman suggested that the current information as well as 
recommendations of futures researches should be made available to organising 
committees. 
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• Professor Lars Roepstorff remarked that more artificial surfaces were studied 

for this research than turfs, and that substantial variation can be expected 
between the two different surfaces. 

• John Madden drew a connection of footing information to the Event 
Classification System (ECS), highlighting that collection of footing 
data/response from riders will be beneficial to the ECS. 

 
Moderator:  
Richard Nicoll 
 
Keynote Speakers:  
Professor Lars Roepstorff , Professor of Equine Functional Anatomy, Swedish 
University of Agricultural Sciences 
 
Panel Members: 
• Ludger Beerbaum, Four-time Olympic gold medallist Jumping rider 
• Oliver Hoberg, Footing Consultant 
• Frank Kemperman, Chair FEI Dressage Committee 
• John McEwen,FEI 1st Vice President & Chair FEI Veterinary Committee 
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