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ENDURANCE ROUND TABLE 

29 April 2014  
 

Members of the FEI Endurance Technical Committee who had worked on the FEI 
Endurance rule changes, as recommended by the Endurance Strategic Planning Group 
(ESPG), provided the background to their proposals ‘for immediate change’ to 

delegates during the Endurance session on the morning of the 29th April 2014. 
 

The Panel comprised of the Chairman of the FEI Endurance Technical Committee, 
Brian Sheahan, together with  Mr Jaume Punti Dachs, Mr Khalid Ahmed Hasan and 
Mr  John Robertson - members of  the FEI Technical Committee.  

 
The Panel also included the FEI’s 1st Vice President Mr John McEwen and the FEI’s 

Director for Endurance Mr Ian Williams. 
 
The delegates were given detailed background on the recommendations for change 

which had been published on the FEI web site ahead of the Forum and which had also 
been provided to the delegates attending the session. 

 
The Panel provided detailed information supporting the recommended Governance 
and Regulation changes related to: 

 
 The updating and restructuring of the FEI Officials’ Education process 

 The introduction of a Codex and Code of Conduct for FEI Endurance Officials 
 Changes to the process of appointment of FEI Officials at FEI events 

 The introduction of sanctions against FEI Officials who fail to comply with the 
Codex 

 The creation of Independent Governance Advisors 

 The review of Athlete Qualification for competing in FEI events 
 The introduction of a Coaching system for Endurance Athletes and Trainers 

 The definition and registration requirements for Endurance Trainers 
 The introduction of a Codex for Athletes and Registered Trainers 
 The responsibilities of Technical Delegates and Course Designers relating to 

ensuring safer tracks 
 Further restrictions on access to the field of play and increased control in the 

Vet Gate 
 Yellow Card awarding and disqualification criteria being increased and better 

clarified 

 The creation of a penalty points system for Athletes relating to horse 
metabolic/injury eliminations 

 Increased rest periods for horses post FEI and National Endurance competitions 
 
The FEI 1st Vice President and Chairman of the FEI Veterinary Committee, John 

McEwen, presented an update in relation to the increase in MCP testing which had 
been recommended by the ESPG.   

 
He provided further detail in respect to the ongoing Injury Surveillance Study within 
Endurance and an update of the Veterinary reporting procedures at Endurance events. 

 
The proposals for change received the strong support of the delegates present and 

this was further confirmed during the subsequent question and answer session that 
followed. 
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Mr Fred Barrelet (SUI) suggested that further work could be done to address the 

accountability of Organising Committees for Endurance events. The Panel confirmed 
this would be researched alongside existing accountability contained in the FEI 

General Regulations. 
 
Ms Juliette Mallison (GER) requested that the FEI monitor the proposed sanctions 

following horse injury to ensure that these sanctions sufficiently addressed the need 
to protect horses in Endurance competitions. The Panel confirmed this would be done. 

 
Mr Maarten Van der Heijden (NED) asked for the reasoning behind the requirement to 
register Trainers.  The Panel confirmed that this was being proposed to ensure that 

Trainers, who can be held additionally responsible under FEI regulations, can be 
properly traced and held accountable. 

 
Mr Pierre Arnould (BEL) requested that the proposals relating to increased 
accountability of FEI Officials and the sanctions proposed for failure to comply with the 

new Codex should be strictly enforced. The Panel confirmed this would be done. 
 

Mr Sönke Lauterbach (GER) confirmed his total support for the proposals and 
requested that the imposed penalties and disqualification criteria be monitored to see 
whether further increased control might prove necessary. The Panel confirmed this 

would take place. 
 

Mr Charles Powell (IRL) suggested that, whilst the proposals were welcome, care 
should be taken in the future not to ‘over legislate’ making rules too complicated. The 

panel confirmed this would be kept in mind in the future. 
 
Mr Roly Owers (World Horse Welfare) fully supported the changes but suggested that 

whilst horse injury information was now being submitted in greater detail from FEI 
events, there was still a need to establish information on horses competing in National 

competitions. He suggested National Federations should be urged to provide this 
information. The Panel confirmed they would look at ways this could be done. 
 

Mr Tim Parkin (Glasgow University) supported this comment from Mr Owers and 
confirmed that such information would greatly assist his own research in to equine 

injuries being undertaken on behalf of the FEI. 
 
Mr Andrew Finding (GBR), Chair of the ESPG, expressed his thanks and full support for 

the work undertaken by the members of the Panel and suggested that as much 
information as possible should be placed in the public domain as the work within 

Endurance continues. The Panel confirmed this would be done. 
 
Mr Jim Ellis (NZL) also expressed his thanks to the members of the Panel for all of 

their work and suggested that National Federations must now show leadership in 
enforcing the new regulations and education systems being developed. He also 

commented that is was good that the proposed changes would not greatly impact the 
costs to those involved in Endurance. The Panel thanked him for his comments. 
 

At the end of questions Mr Richard Nicoll (Moderator) closed the proceedings thanking 
the Panel Members and the Delegates that had attended and contributed to the 

session on Endurance. 
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Moderator:  

Richard Nicoll 
 

Key Note Speakers: 
Brian Sheahan, Chair, FEI Endurance Committee 
Ian Williams, Director, FEI Endurance Department 

 
Panellists:  

John McEwen, 1st Vice President & Chair of the Veterinary Committee 
Khalid Ahmed Hasan, Endurance Committee Member 
Jaume Punti Dachs, Endurance Committee Member 

John Robertson, Endurance Committee Member  


