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16 April 2015 
 
 
VIA EMAIL TO: 
 
Catrin Norinder 
Director  
Eventing & Olympic 
Catrin.norinder@fei.org  
 
 
Dear Catrin, 
 
Feedback from NZL re the FEI's Future Eventing paper 
 
New Zealand Eventing are pleased that the FEI are recognising future challenges to the sport and are working with 
the sport's stakeholders throughout the world to make  Eventing sustainable, safer and more popular in a changing 
environment. 
 
OLYMPIC GAMES/WEG 
ESNZ Eventing strongly believes that everything possible needs to be done to keep Eventing as part of the Olympic 
Games. This has wide consequences for profile and also for our ability to attract government and private funding for 
our athletes. It is acknowledged that some compromises may be required to achieve this into the future. 
 
NZL would welcome the return of the Individual competition to a genuine 4-star Championship-level competition 
rather than having an extra round of showjumping to decide individual medals. A limited field featuring the world's 
elite could produce such a pinnacle for us at Olympic level. 
 
Whilst not our first preference, New Zealand could agree a separate 3-star level teams competition as suggested. 
Achieving wider participation of teams competing at the Olympics is critical going forward, however the costs 
associated with two tracks (3* & 4*) need to be considered. Two tracks would cost significantly more for host 
nations and may be a deterrent to including eventing in their programme.  
 
 We are not convinced of the merits of the combined time-faults suggestion, which could produce a safety issue if 
riders tried to go fast to make up for time lost by a previous team member. We also believe that having all of a 
nation's riders on the track in succession would be detrimental to the ability to view all of “your” country's 
competitors. It also takes away from the strategic riding that happens with team events under the current format. In 
addition, the team draw order could play a large part in success with later teams having an advantage. 
 
Although NZL could accept the above at Olympic level, we believe that a traditional teams competition (4star) at 
WEG would be better for our sport. In light of the changes to rules over the years (only one fall, not necessarily at 
obstacles, or 3 refusals around the whole course now result in elimination) thought should be given to changing to a 
5 member team with 3 counting scores at WEG level to ensure more teams finish the competition. We would be 
very concerned about cost if both a 3* & 4* course was required at WEG. 
 
SCORING SYSTEM 
NZL feel very strongly about the proposals for changes to the scoring system. We can see no reason why a change to 
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the faulting system for refusals on the Cross Country would be beneficial. We believe that there may be unintended 
consequences of such a change that would be detrimental to the sport (remember the problems caused by a change 
in scoring in 1999!).We also are totally against the 5-penalty suggestion for knocking down flags on the cross country. 
NZL sees nothing to be gained in moving to such a system. Indeed, we are against any proposal that makes the sport 
more “gimmicky”, complicated or moves it closer to showjumping in its scoring system. 
 
ARENA EVENTING 
NZL Eventing believes that the sport needs “Arena Eventing” as our equivalent of Twenty/20 cricket. It is irrelevant 
whether this is indoors or outdoors. In years to come this condensed format can be a big part of our sport, provided 
it is controlled by the correct level of rules and safety features that protect those who participate. It encourages 
spectators and investment. Decisions need to be made as to whether qualifications for such events should be gained 
at conventional competitions or whether such events have a separate place in giving people a “taster” of our 
discipline. 
 
LEVELS 
ESNZ Eventing would not be opposed to the introduction of a new level at 1.05m. We are especially keen to find a 
means by which we can encourage younger riders to go Eventing rather than jumping. 
 
We are, however, not convinced that the short and long formats should be combined at 1 & 2*, especially at 2* level. 
It would not be good for horse development to have no long format CCI Events until horses reach 3*. This is likely to 
mean that riders stop developing the horses that have enough gallop and “blood” for the top levels if they only need 
to gallop short distances at the lower grades. 
 
SADDLERY 
ESNZ Eventing believes that, whilst over-bitting may be an issue, the best means of dealing with this is by education 
of riders as every bit is different in its effect on different horses and every rider is different in his ability to handle 
different kinds of bits. To remove the option of certain types of bits that are working well in some particular 
circumstances will unfairly prejudice the safety of some riders and their horses. We do not support any change to 
cross country bits regulation. 
 
NAME CHANGE 
NZL believe that in the medium/long term, our discipline would benefit from a change of name. This would better 
distinguish us as a sport, both within the equestrian community and with the wider public, most of whom have no 
idea what “eventing” is. While a new name might sound odd at first we would soon get used to it. ESNZ would like to 
put forward the name “Horse-Tri” or “EquesTri” as simple alternatives to the already suggested new names. 
 
Kind regards, 

 

 
Vicki Glynn      Todd Gloyn   
Chief Executive      Eventing Chairman 
Equestrian Sports New Zealand    Equestrian Sports New Zealand - Eventing 
vicki@nzequestrian.org.nz     megandtodd@maxnet.co.nz  
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