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Chair: Giuseppe Della Chiesa, Chair FEI Eventing Committee 

Panellists: Catrin Norinder, FEI Director Eventing and Olympic, and Gillian 
Rolton, FEI Eventing Committee member. 

 
Some eighty participants attended the Eventing Round Table where the main 
topics debated were proposals for qualifications, riders licences and the 

difference between CCI and CIC competition formats. 
 

These proposals incorporated feedback on an initial consultation document 
discussed by NFs, riders, officials, organising committees, media and other 
interested parties at four Eventing open forums held last year in Germany, 

Mexico, Australia and New Zealand. 
 

Short and long competition formats 
 
The Eventing Committee suggested two options for changing the required speed 

and distances on the cross country to respond to the need to make a clear 
difference between CCI and CIC competitions and better define a short and long 

competition format .  
 

Participants at the FEI Sports Forum  discussed the possibility of considering the 
short Eventing format (CIC) as part of the preparatory training for the CCI. The 
speed could be reduced, the order for tests optional and a simplified version of 

the horse inspection could be offered. The long format (CCI) would continue to 
be the basis for championships and Olympic Games with the current order of 

tests (dressage, cross country, show jumping).  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
The speeds and intensities on the above table were presented as a proposal with 

the explanation that the reduced speed for the short format would put less 
pressure on the horses.  Roger Haller (USA) observed that horses and riders 

would gain more from operating at the same speed as they would have to adopt 
at CCIs. Ruediger Schwarz (GER) agreed, saying that reducing speed would 
make the transition to the long format more difficult. Gillian Rolton (AUS 

Eventing Committee) argued that slower speeds would give riders more time to 
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prepare their horses for fences, allowing horses to gallop in a better rhythm and 
promote safer riding. She said that many riders were “very much in support” of 
the changes. 

 
Mike Etherington-Smith (GBR) expressed the opinion of the British-based rider 

association ERA that reducing the speed would make it difficult maintain the 
significance of the cross country phase. 
 

FEI Director of Eventing and Olympic Catrin Norinder stressed the importance of 
maintaining the CIC from a development perspective, saying that although it 

may be seen as a training and preparatory competition for the bigger Eventing 
countries, in the smaller nations it was the sport. 
 

The Eventing Committee will take into account comments made at the FEI Sports 
Forum when it evaluates the suggested changes for the final proposal. 

 
Rider licences, Minimum Eligibility Requirements and reverse 
qualifications 

 
A proposal to develop the current permanent rider qualification into the broader 

concept of an FEI rider licence was discussed. The rider licence would be based 
on the number of qualifying results at a certain level obtained, thereby  

demonstrating the consistent competency of the rider. Riders would lose their 
licences after a period with no qualifying results at the level or following a series 
of significant discipline infringements such as dangerous riding. 

 
The proposal was that the minimum eligibility requirements (MER) would not 

automatically upgrade a horse or rider. This decision, said Giuseppe della Chiesa, needed 

to remain with the rider, trainer and owner under the control of the National Federation. 

Reverse qualifications for horses could be triggered by two cross-country 
eliminations in a 12-month period, dangerous riding or fall of horse or rider. The 

horse would need to obtain a new Minimum Eligibility Requirement (MER) at the 
lower level before being eligible to compete again at the higher level.  
 

Cross Country scoring, frangible pins, and ponies were also discussed. The idea 
of introducing a 5* level of competition for CCIs, starting from 2* instead of 1* 

was proposed by Damian McDonald (IRL NF) and equestrian journalist Alban 
Poudret (SUI). Natasha Tarlato from Vision Marketing Pty Ltd (AUS) agreed that 
this would be an advantage from a commercial and communication point of view.  

 
The constructive and informative debates brought the inaugural FEI Sports 

Forum to a positive finish. 
 
 

Read the Eventing presentations from the FEI Sports Forum and 
contribute to the online debate at www.fei.org/sportsforum 

 
 
 

 


