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Session 4 - EVENTING FUTURE 
 
 
The evolution of Eventing was the focal point of the Presentation. 

Audit of Eventing 

Charles Barnett, former Chief Executive of Ascot Racecourse, opened the session with an 
overview of key findings from his independent review of Eventing in the context of the Olympic 
Games, covering safety, risk management and widening the appeal of the sport from an on-
site spectator and television viewer perspective. 

Barnett’s final research project, which will thoroughly review the safety aspects of the sport 
through detailed analysis from FEI competitions and National Federations, will be delivered to 
the FEI in November of this year. 

 

Olympic Format Eventing 

Giuseppe Della Chiesa, Chair of the FEI Eventing Committee opened the session focusing on 
the future of Eventing by stating that “Eventing is not new to change”. Eventing had already 
undergone major changes relatively recently to accommodate the Olympic challenges of cost, 
space and complexity. 

As with the other Olympic disciplines, the Agenda 2020 objectives needed to be addressed 
with new ideas for the sport, in order to be prepared to adapt when the time comes that 
change is needed. 

Several proposals were laid out for Eventing, with the principle of harmonising with the 
proposals for Jumping and Dressage in order to develop a coherent Olympic Equestrian 
programme. 

The positive aspects of the proposals were highlighted from the perspective of the IOC’s core 
values of universality, excellence and spectator engagement, including more country flags for 
teams and emphasis on the value of Team effort; shorter competitions with more exciting and 
open results; no extra competition days; improved qualification structure, culminating in the 
“Olympic dream” being more easily accessible to smaller nations. 

The adverse aspects of these proposals were also made clear: less flags for Individuals; 
increased cost of Cross Country with courses for two levels; best riders potentially not 
competing in Team competition; Team members not starting if previous teammates had failed 
to finish. 

Further points raised in this session included separating the FEI Classics 4* circuit (individuals) 
from Olympic and Championship circuit (teams), and increasing qualification requirements for 
participation on the 4* FEI Classics (individual) circuit. 

Reviewing Cross Country penalties (refusals; knocking obstacle flags) and saddlery (Cross 
Country bits) was also raised, alongside considering the development of indoor arena Eventing, 
and looking closely at whether Eventing needed a globally recognisable descriptor to ensure 
the sport is easily understood by a mainstream audience. 

 
Important messages from the Q&A and Panel Discussion: 

Several discussions followed the Eventing session focusing on the strength of the Cross 
Country phase for audience impact, the need for consistent 3 star or 4 star Eventing, the 
team/individual split and the importance of underlining the FEI’s “Olympic” equestrian athletes. 

• Bruce Haskell/Event Riders Association (ERA) emphasised the importance of the 
cross country test as the key element of the discipline and suggested to run the cross 
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country test last. The proposal of the Rider’s Association was to run all the Dressage 
test on the first day, the show jumping test and cross country test on the second day 
and have a second show jumping test on a third day for the individual classification. It 
would be run with a dressage and show jumping test at 4 star level and a slightly lower 
and shorter cross country test run at 3.5 star level. The Rider’s Association also 
recognised the need to improve the overall presentation of the discipline to reach a 
wider audience. The Rider’s Association disagreed to split the individual and team 
competitions. It was agreed that Eventing needed to remain an Olympic Sport and the 
harmonisation of the three Olympic disciplines was important. 

• Chris Farr/British Eventing expressed his agreement with the Rider Association’s 
proposal and added that a clear assessment of the possibilities to maintain the two 
event and the sets of two medal needed to be included. 

• Marten van der Heijden/NED NF mentioned that it was more important for National 
Federations to have a team medal than an individual medal. He explained that it would 
therefore neither be suitable to run the team competition at 3 star level and individual 
at 4 star level nor to split the team and individual competitions. He also highlighted that 
from a marketing point of view, his Federation would support a proposal which included 
the cross country test at last. 

• Francisco Louro/POR NF encouraged all stakeholders to keep in mind that the most 
important thing for the future of Eventing was to reduce the risk and avoid serious 
accidents. 

• Soenke Lauterbach/GER NF questioned the real need for a change of format 
following the changes made in the last 15 years, he felt that the current format was 
viable further to the presentation made earlier by the IOC. In his opinion the FEI 
proposal would reduce the number of flags for Eventing at the Olympic Games. 

• Philine Ganders-Meyer/EEF Eventing, also suggested that all combinations should 
participate in the individual competition and highlighted the fact that Federations would 
prefer to be awarded a team medal rather than an individual medal. She mentioned 
that EEF would be in favour of keeping a dropped score and allow 5 combinations per 
Nation to compete at the Olympic Games. EEF suggested to re-open the discussion 
regarding the order of tests and include a shorter cross country test as it was the case 
in London and Hong Kong. 

• Harold McGahern/IRL NF emphasised the need for a clear definition of the level of 
the Cross Country at the Olympic Games, with the Endurance factor remaining 
paramount. The current model had been tried and tested and reforming the sport would 
need much consideration. 

He suggested not to have the team members competing in sequence and not put their 
time together, as the team strategy would be lost and the weather factor could become 
too important. He encouraged to keep the actual system of penalties as penalizing one 
refusal with 10 points would provide more weight to the other two tests. He was in 
favour of the application of the same regulations regarding the use of tack and gadgets 
in the warm-up area as in the competition area and would suggest to include athletes in 
the discussion in regard to the Eventing bits. 

• Andrew Finding/GBR NF suggested to discontinue the debate on defining the level of 
the competition as the Olympic Games had to reflect the highest level of competition 
including only the best athletes and horses in the world. 

• Vicky Glynn/NZL highlighted the need to see the sport as a bigger picture and find 
solutions to make the Eventing discipline about excellence, Olympics and public 
engagement. Measurements of Olympic participation criteria needed also to be defined. 

• Maria Gretzer/Chair Athletes Committee questioned the Eventing Committee about 
the current situation of the frangible devices, their use and the rules that are applicable. 
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It was clarified that deformable devices were now part of the rules and research was 
still ongoing.  

• Rosana Roig/PUR NF encouraged the Eventing Committee to keep in mind the 
possibility of participation of smaller Nations with talented individuals when important 
decisions were made. 

• Grant Baldock/AUS NF expressed the opinion of not being in favour of teams of 3 
combinations and preference of not splitting the team and individual competitions. 

• David Holmes/British Eventing emphasised the need for finding the right balance 
between having the best combinations competing for the team and having individuals 
competing at the highest level. He also questioned the results that could be expected 
from the audit lead by Charles Barnett.  

• Kasztelan Nemezjusz/POL NF highlighted the need to focus on the improvement of 
the ground condition on cross country courses in order to protect horses. 

 

Conclusion: 

The FEI Eventing Committee highlighted that all points raised during the FEI Sports Forum 
2015 would be further discussed in Open Forums taking place during 2015 at the Pan 
American Games in Toronto (CAN), at the FEI European Eventing Championships at Blair 
Castle in Scotland (GBR) and at the Eventing Nations Cup Final Event at Boekelo (NED).  

 
Moderator: 
Richard Nicoll 
 
Keynote Speakers: 
Charles Barnett, former Chief Executive of Ascot Racecourse 
Giuseppe Della Chiesa, Chair FEI Eventing Committee 
 
Panel Members: 

• Catrin Norinder, FEI Director, Eventing and Olympic 
• Gillian Rolton, Deputy Chair FEI Eventing Committee 
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