
 

 

Presidents and Secretary Generals 
of the EEF Member Organisations 
 
cc 
EEF Working Group Dressage 
29 March 2015 
 
 
Preparation for the FEI Sports Forum – Lausanne, 27–28 April 2015 Olympic Games, WEG - Dressage 
 
 
Dear Presidents, 
Dear Secretary Generals, 
 
I would like to inform you that on 17 March, the EEF Working Group(WG) Dressage has worked on the 
recently discussed issues for the future of dressage discipline. Although a supporting document from the 
FEI Dressage Committee was not out at that time, they have tried to base their discussions on the last two 
FEI stakeholders meetings of Brussels and Warendorf.  Accordingly, at the top of the agenda were two 
issues for our WG.: 
 
1- Short Grand Prix 
2- Three riders in teams 
 
Similar to the work of our WG Jumping,  we have evaluated the situation also at our board level. 
Consequently and through this letter I would like to inform you about our position for dressage. 
 
Short Grand Prix(GP) Test: The recent motion of shortening the GP test by the FEI was discussed. 
Following the two meetings, it is understood that this intention is based on a potential improvement in 
media attention.  Following intensive discussions the EEF is of the opinion that a short GP would not really 
boost our sport from media attention or other similar aspects. 
 
Our reasoning is as follows: 
 
a) From technical point of view, GP is the actual opportunity for judges to observe the training quality and 
execution of the movements of the combination. This exercise should not be rushed which could have 
adverse influence back in the training system of the horses. 
b) Similarly,  up-and-coming riders/horses should not be put under the pressure of a shorter routine 
where movements are done in a quicker pace. 
 
As for solutions: 
a) For the media concern, other areas can be revisited in order to improve visibility and coverage, 
including but not limited to freestyle-which is much more broadcasted than the GP. 
b) In-out times between each rider can be considered to decrease. 



 

 

c) Not only the tests themselves but also the way they are broadcasted should be revisited. New 
technologies such as i) electronic tracking ii) different camera angles iii) Split screen with info on the 
movement (and possibly degree of difficulty in future)  must be tested and used where available. 
 
Three Riders in Teams(no drop score): The concept is discussed in line with the similar proposal in 
jumping. The EEF is of the opinion that the number of riders should not be reduced for teams due to 
following reason: 
 
a) Welfare: The increased pressure on team horses to perform with no discard score. (Reserve horse 
discussion is also considered) 
 
As for solution: 
 
a) a maximum of 4 riders per nation could start. However, going from GP to Team test(GPS), could be the  
major reduction. (example top 30 starting with zero with min 3 - max 4 riders per nation. If a nation does 
not have 3 riders amongst the best 30, the nation has no team. This is comparable in Show Jumping with a 
proposal formula of: 4 riders in the first round with a scratch and 3 in the second round. 
 
Further Course of Action: 
 
As we did in jumping, I ask you all to send your remarks to the FEI directly with a copy to the EEF. In your 
commentary you may refer to this letter, however it would be good if you expressed your interest and 
your opinion directly. Please show up at the FEI Sports Forum in Lausanne whenever it is possible for you. 
I am convinced that we are at a crossroad for our sport and we should not miss the opportunity to 
contribute to this. If you are not able to show up, please make sure that your proxy is given to another NF 
which is attending. 
 
Best regards, 
 

 
Dr. Hanfried Haring 
President 

 


