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The Committee wishes to express its utmog gratitude to dl those who gave evidence
both written and ord, the amount of which indicates to the Committee the grest
concernsthere are over the safety and future direction of the sport of Eventing.

This Committee was formed jointly by the BHTA and the FEI in the wake of five
tragic fatdities in the UK during 1999. Each of those fatdities was the subject of an
internd BHTA Enquiry and the normd, dautory invedigations This Committee was
given, in grict confidence, the BHTA Enquiry pepers for each of these accidents
The Committee has not been asked to comment specificdly on the accidents and does
not do so.

Despite the tragic drcumdances that required the establishment of this Committeg,
we fed tha a review of the sport is required. The Committee hopes tha its
recommendations are received as a positive sep in the development of the sport.

We have not conddered the financid consequences of our recommendations, as that
was not pat of our brief, however we do beieve that the costs should not be
impossbly onerous

Virtudly dl the Committee's recommendations are addressed to the FEI as the world
governing body. However, it is understood that there are large sections of the sport
outdde the control of the FEI,(mosly Nationd One Day Events and a few Nationd
Three Day Events) which urgently need an overdl monitoring sysem. This has to be
addressed and could be part of an audit /report system as part of the efiliation to the
FEI. The Committee hopes that Nationd Federaions pay careful and urgent attention
to these recommendations.

The Committee would like to see the establishment of an FEI Annua Report to cover
a leadt the following subjects

ad Medicd

b) Veeinay

c) Traning of Ridersand Horses

d) Cross Country Course Design

e) Traningand Apprasd of Officds
f) Rulesand Tests

g Satidics
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The Committee makes the following recommendations to

theFElI & the BHTA:

A fundamental conclusion which pervades every detailed recommendation is that
everything should be done to prevent horses from falling: this single objective
should greatly reduce the chances of riders being serioudy injured aswell as
significantly improving the safety of competing hor ses.

STATISTICS

The Committee recommends that the FEI s&t up and run aworld wide Satistica database.

The ddtidicd report shoud cover information regarding the injuries to riders and horses
aswdl asinduding the rdevant detalls of the cross-country phase.

It is our Recommendation thet the work dreedy initiated on datidica information by the
BHTA is completed and offered to the FEI as a possble internationd sandard. The
Committee are aware of the work being undertaken by Liverpool Universty with regard
tothis

Satigics to be reviewed, and published annudly by the FEI, with necessary action taken
from trends shown.

RIDERS, TRAINING and QUALIFICATIONS

The Committee recommends that a mandatory passport sysem for dl Riders should be
established and designed by the FEI and issued to dl the Nationd Federations This
pasport will indude medicd and discplinary issue records together with rider
qudifications. This should become aworldwide system.

The Committee recommends an in depth look a qudifications for both one and three day
evets to confirm that auffident experience as a combindion is ataned. The
qudlification of horse and rider should be undertaken as two separate projects.

Asan example

Rider must complete one one star three-day event to qualify to ride at two star level.

Rider must complete two two star three-day eventsto qualify to ride at three star level.
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Rider must complete two three star three-day events to qualify to ride at four star level.
Horse must complete two two star three day event to qualify for three star level and must
complete two three star three day eventsto qualify fa a four star event.

(Compl ete means finish the cross country with no more than one refusal)

Four star qualifications must be as a combination.

Exceptions to be approved by the FEI Eventing Committee.

The forma of competition ructure & both one and three-day events should be such that
no one levd requires an unnecessarily large increese in ability.  Combinations who loose
confidence or an inexperienced rider on an experienced schoolmegter should have the
opportunity to drop levelsto rebuild confidence.

This paticularly refers to the British Horse Trids Associdion but could be rdevant to
other Federations.

The French oneday event system provides a possible example with two levels of
advanced being particularly significant.

The Committee agrees thet specific crosscountry riding education (rather then jus
practice) is paramount for the future safety of the sport. It recommends that Nationd
Federations promote education of cross country riding.

The Committee recommends that compdtitors cary medicd ddals visbly on ther
person a any time whilst jumping any fences on the competition Ste.

The Committee recommends that two contact names and tdephone numbers must be
handed to the event organizers, by each competitor prior to the dart of the competition,
(for cases of emergency).

OFFICIALS

The Committee recommends to the FEI that rulesto define recklessriding be produced.
Subsequently National bodies will be required to promulgate disciplinary procedures to
be enforced by Event officids To monitor the Sandard of riding a trained officid should
be one of the Members of the Jury of Apped a 3* and 4* levd. An extra traned officd
will be required a 1* and 2* levd. This officdd will work with the Ground Jury on
disciplinary and recklessriding issues.

Disciplinary action could include the use of a post event yellow card system and / or an
on-course yellow flag system. All disciplinary penalties should be reciprocated between
the National Federations. Penalties should be recorded in the Rider’s passports. A
certain number of offences could result in the rider being stood down from competition
for a period of time.

The Committee recommends that the Presdent of the Ground Jury and Technicad
Delegate are to be gppointed and remunerated by the FEI a dl 3* and 4* events.

The Committee recommends the establishment on an intenationd bass of a bi-annud,
formd, goprasd sysem for Officids Ground Juries, Technicd Dedegates and Course
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Desgners to be esablished on an internationd bass  Annud publication of progress on
a country-by-country basisis expected to produce the best results.

The Committee gppreciates the crucid importance of Fence Judges to the sport. The
Committee recommends that the Federdtions examine ways in which their contribution
and training can be enhanced. We bdieve tha at three-day events dl fence judges should
have had previous experience.

MEDICAL

The Committee recommends that medica coverage a any Event to be gppropriate for on-
dte management of severe trauma Medicd Officars qudifications to Pre-Hospitd
Trauma Life Support or equivdent to be mandatory in the Rule Book by the start of 2002
Season.

The FEI should edablish through its Medicd Advisor maximum acceptable response
times for paramedics to reach any accident on the cross-country course.

The Committee recommends the need for the desgnaied and protected safety route for
emegency vehides to be further highlignted a& dl FEI events and monitored by the
Technicd Delegete a dl times.

The Committee recommends that random dope teding, and gpot check medica
examination of riders, should be undertaken by the Chief Medicd Officer, a any event.
The Committee recommends tha the FEI edablish threshold levels of prohibited
ubstances for humans.

The Committee recommends counsding sarvices to be offered to parents/partners
concerned.

The Committee recommends tha an Ondte Doctor should confirm riders are fit to
compete agan before the sgn them off in the passport.

The Committee recommends that following a fdl, if the Fence Judge has any doubts
about injury to horse or rider the combinatiion should be hdd; the subssquent decison to
continue should be made with greatest care by the officid vet and or doctor.

The Committee recommends that the FEI asks Nationd Federations to develop an
educationa programme to indude fitness, diet, recovery from injury, use of gppropriate
medication, drugs and dcohol and care of safety equipment for their riders.

The Committee recommends to the FEI that they have a medicd advisory body (like the

veeinaians) for dl disciplines The appropriate rules for Eventing are urgently
required in the Rule Book.
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EQUIPMENT

The Committee recommends that a comprehendve dudy of Hemets to be urgently
underteken to edablish the highes posshble international specification for Eventing. This

mandatory specification is to be coupled with an education / awareness program to
ensure that dl usars and offidads underdand that to have good eguipment in good
condition and properly fitted becomes a requirement of teking part in Eventing.

The Committee asks the FEI to require Sandards and dructurd integrity of al hemets to
be ingpected at dl FEI Three-Day Events.

The Committee recommends research be undertaken to edablish the practicdity of
improving neck protection for riders.

The Committee asks the FEI to produce and recognise an Internationd Standard for Body
Protectors.

FEI to be aware of research being done by other sports globally, such as skiing, ski
jumping, motor racing, and horse racing.

The Committee recommends that riders congder the possble danger of usng blocking
materid or padding on the saddle, behind the rider’s leg. Research should be undertaken
to study the effect of saddle types versus accidents and an gppropriate ruling then be
made.

VETERINARY

The Committee believes that Homeopathic and Herbad cadming substances for horses are
contrary to the spirit of the rules and furthermore can have serious safety implications. It

bdieves urgent investigation is necessary.

The Committee recommends that following a fal, the decison to continue should be
meade with greatest concern by the officid vet and or doctor.

CROSS COUNTRY

The Committee agrees with what seems a generd view tha the courses have become
more / perhaps over technica. They recommend the following.

The limiting of ‘intenaty of effot’ should become a function of dl officds involved in
the ingoection of courses  The invedigation of a method to measure the intengty of
effort, to be undertaken by the FEI.

The Committee recommends urgent research into condruction of deformable dructures,
and tharr potentid impact on the rules of the sport if introduced to be undertaken. FEI to
coordinate al current and future research worldwide without preventing locd initigtives
(This recommendation was issued to the FEI and BHTA on 27.3.00) The urgent research
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into condruction of deformable dructures cdled for should be mindful of the
recommendation of the enquiry thet future course design should am to minimize the fal
of the horse.

The Committee recommend that consderably more focus must be given to the ground
conditions by officids a the event, 0 the Committee recommend that there is a
mandatory riders medting with the Ground Jury on the night before Cross Country. At
that riders meeting the best avalable weather forecas must be issued. When necessary,
changes to the optimum time and length of phases should be mede in the interest of safety
to horses and riders, to maintain the farness of the competition. The Committee hopes
that this meeting can be ingtituted at once, ie before Badminton, Fox Hill and Rolex
Kentucky.

The Committee recommends a new, additiond 10-minute stop between the 1st and 3rd
kilometer markers on Phase C of the Cross Country phase a dl Internationd Three-Day
Events & 2** levd and above. The Committee hopes that this can be indituted at
once, ie before Kentucky, Foxhall and Badminton.

The Conmittee recommends the reduction of Phase C to amaximum of 8.8 kilometers

The Committee recommends that Course Desgners of 3* and 4* events desgn for a
maximum of four consecutive years a any one event.

The Committee recommends that when it becomes necessary to make a public
announcement that a humen fatdity has occurred the fence involved should be removed
from the competition.

The Committee recommends that the Naiond Federations adopt the FEI's maximum
gpeed of 570m per minute immediately.

The Committee recommends that the provison of Closed Circuit Teevison to be
mandatory & al 4* and recommended a 3* events.

The Committee to recommend that the FEI produce documentation on the Do's and
Don't' s for Course Design, which should be reviewed annudly.
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In conclusion the Committee has the following comments

The Sport of Eventing is a great dl-round tes of horse and rider and a tremendous
examination of horsemanship, but it isaso, and will remain, arisk sport.

The find dedsion and the ultimate respongbility for participaion must continue to rest
abolutdy with the rider. The rider done has to decide upon the limits in performance
and the ability of hisor her horse.

The Committee bedieves thet the FEI should re-evduate its own internd and externd
communications and examine its organizaiond dructures to ensure tha  our
recommendations ae examined and if deemed sensble and practicd put in place
promptly. This Committee expects the FElI to ensure that an internd annud audit is
established to continue to monitor the risks inherent in the port.

The Committee hopes it has had some success in drawing the fine line between
recommending changes to reduce risks yet enabling the FEI and Nationad Federations to
continue to manage a oot tha mantans its didinctive, traditiond and thrilling
character.

As Charman of this Committee and as an outsder from the sport | would like to record
my boundess admiraion for the paticpants both eguine and human, in this remarkable
goort. The sflessness, enthusasm and sporting atitude shown by dl those who wrote
and spoke to us was a revdation and | bdieve it augurs very wdl for the sport of
Eventing.

THISREPORT HAS THE UNANIMOUS SUPPORT OF ALL
THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE

Marquess of Hartington CBE (Chairman)
Mr Christopher Bartle
Mr David O Connor
Dr Gerit Matthesen
Lt Co Gary Mullins
Professor Inggar Lereim
Mr Michedl Tucker
Mr Jeckie Stewart OBE
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